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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

COUNCIL. 


Sir,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year 
1938. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  51,104  acres. 

The  rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1938,  was 
£26,933,  an  increase  of  £293  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  rateable  value  at  the  present  time 
(June  1939)  is  £27,321,  representing  a further  increase 
of  £388. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  according  to 
the  1931  census  was  13,146  and  the  present  estimate 
is  12,970. 


OCCUPATIONS. 

The  industrial  activities  are  still  mainly  agricultural 
and  its  allied  trades,  but  in  the  Trent  side  at  Althorpe 
there  are  two  factories,  one  for  the  production  of  vege- 
table oils  and  the  other  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical 
manures.  A considerably  large  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants find  employment  in  the  steel  works  of  Scunthorpe 
and  Frodingham  which  at  present  are  working  at  full 
capacity.  Other  sources  of  employment  are  the  brick- 
works of  Crowle  and  Belton,  the  peat  moors  at  Hat- 
field and  the  gravel  and  sandbeds  on  the  Yorkshire  side 
of  the  boundary. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total  M F 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 180  94  86 

„ „ (Illegitimate)  15  7 8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  15.04 

Total  M F 

Stillbirths 8 4 4 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  ...  ...  40.0 

Deaths  152 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  11.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes: — 

Puerperal  sepsis  nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 

Total  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  66.66 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  66.66 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  66.66 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  19 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age)  v 1 
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Classification  of  Causes  of  Deaths. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  35 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  ...  13 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys  8 

Disease  of  the  Digestive  System  9 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  13 

Other  Circulatory  Disorders  7 

Cancer  ...  ...  19 

Tuberculosis  4 

Diphtheria  2 

Senility  5 

Premature  Childbirth  6 

Other  Defined  Disorders  20 

Other  Causes  11 


Total  ...  152 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


Smallpox  nil 

Scarlet  Fever  17 

Diphtheria  6 

Pneumonia  6 

Enteric  Fever nil 

Puerperal  Fever  nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia nil 

Erysipilas  1 


Total  ...  30 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1938  it  was  proposed 
that  the  Isle  of  Axholme  R.D.C.  should  consider  a 
scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  under  school 
leaving  age  against  diphtheria.  Some  preliminary  in- 
vestigation as  to  the  willingness  of  the  parents  to 
co-operate  in  this  was  made  and  it  appears  from  the 
results  obtained  that  a fair  proportion  of  the  parents 
in  the  area  will  give  consent  for  the  immunisation  of 
their  children.  The  Council  further  considered  this 
question  just  prior  to  the  date  of  this  report  and 
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DIPHTHERIA.  — cont. 


decided  to  adopt  a scheme  for  the  immunisation  of 
children  under  school  leaving  age.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  medical  practitioners 
throughout  the  area  will  be  available  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  immunisations.  It  is  expected  that  a start 
will  be  made  in  this  direction  in  the  near  future  after 
some  preliminary  details  have  been  considered. 

HOSPITAL  AND  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  infectious  diseases 
occurring  in  the  area  are  isolated  at  the  County  Isola- 
tion Hospital  at  Brumby,  and  should  this  not  be  avail- 
able, accommodation  can  be  secured  at  the  Grimsby 
Isolation  Hospital  and  Doncaster. 

Should  any  cases  of  Smallpox  occur  they  can  be 
isolated  at  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Osgodby. 

Tuberculosis. — Admission  and  treatment  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  can  be  obtained  at  Branston  Hall  Sanator- 
ium, Brumby  Isolation  Hospital,  Louth  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  and  Foxby  Hill  Hospital  at  Gainsborough. 
Further  provisions  for  selected  cases  can  be  made  at 
seaside  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria. 

Ambulances  arc  attached  to  these  hospitals  for  the 
removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — There  is  a County  Laboratory 
at  Lincoln  where  bacteriological  examination  of  swabs 
and  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  is  carried  out;  swabs 
of  sputum  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  any  other  bac- 
teriological examination  necessary  can  also  be  obtained 
there. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council  are  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  both 
part  time  and  remunerated  partly  by  the  Council  and 
partly  by  Exchequer  Grants,  and  also  a full  time  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  established  throughout  the  area. 
The  district  Nurses  attend  and  these  Clinics  receive 
regular  and  periodical  inspection  and  supervision  by  a 
Medical  Officer  employed  by  the  County  Council.  There 
expectant  mothers,  mothers  and  infants  receive  atten- 
tion, supervision  and  advice.  The  attendances  at  the 
Clinics  throughout  the  year  have  been  most  encouraging 

The  County  Council  have  a further  scheme  whereby 
expectant  mothers,  may,  if  they  wish,  receive  nursing 
and  medical  advice  and  treatment  both  prior  to  and 
following  childbirth,  and  a large  number  have  so  far 
taken  advantage  of  this  scheme. 

Nursing — There  are  five  professional  Nurses  in  the 
district  who  are  also  certified  midwives.  These  Nurses 
are  supported  by  their  respective  Nursing  Associations. 
A grant  is  made  by  the  County  Council  to  these  Nursing 
Associations,  which  undertake  midwifery  and  certain 
other  County  Council  services.  A new  Nursing 
Association  has  been  formed  to  supply  the  Luddington 
and  Keadby  districts. 

There  is  a Maternity  Hospital  at  Scunthorpe  where, 
if  necessary,  urgent  maternity  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment  may  be  admitted  under  an  arrangement  with 
the  Lindsey  County  Council  or  by  private  arrangement. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Doncaster 
and  Tickhill  Joint  Water  Board,  the  agreement  provid- 
ing for  a minimum  daily  consumption  of  87,000  gallons. 
The  present  average  daily  consumption  is  100,000 
gallons.  The  water  consumed  during  the  year  to  31st 
March,  1939,  was  33,025,700  gallons  as  compared  with 
21,935,100  gallons  during  the  preceeding  year.  89  per 
cent,  of  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  have  now 
a piped  water  supply  which  can  be  regarded  as  very 
satisfactory  considering  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
rural  district,  and  that  many  of  the  properties  not 
supplied  are  situate  at  some  distance  from  the  Council’s 
mains.  The  replacement  of  unfit  houses  under  the 
Housing  Acts  has  also  had  the  effect  in  increasing  the 
percentage  of  consumers.  The  Council  during  the  year 
have  carried  out  several  small  extensions  of  main  and 
I understand  further  extensions  are  being  contemplated. 
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HOUSING 


Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  re- 
housing of  tenants  from  unfit  houses ; 84  houses  have 
been  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  for  this  purpose. 
The  gradual  displacement  of  families  from  defective 
dwellings  into  modern  houses  with  increased  accom- 
modation has  reduced  the  number  of  overcrowded 
dwellings  by  33  per  cent,  since  the  date  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Overcrowding  Survey. 

Building  sites  have  been  acquired  and  arc  available 
for  the  immediate  erection  of  a further  150  houses.  It 
is  anticipated  50  per  cent,  of  these  will  be  completed 
during  the  next  year. 

Continued  publicity  is  being  given  to  the  Mousing  of 
the  Rural  Workers  Act,  1926.  Innumerable  enquiries 
have  been  received  respecting  tentative  proposals  for 
the  reconstruction  of  defective  cottages,  but  no  material 
progress  can  be  recorded  for  the  past  year. 

Under  the  Housing,  Financial  Provisions  Act  of  1938, 
the  Local  Authority  has  granted  assistance  by  way  of 
annual  payments  of  £10  per  annum  for  40  years  in  res- 
pect of  four  dwellings  of  a type  similar  to  those  erected 
by  the  Authority.  From  enquiries  received  it  is 
anticipated  that  a number  of  houses  will  be  provided 
for  the  agricultural  workers  under  this  Act. 

Total  Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the 

Year  102 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  84 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  18 

1.-  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  150 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  208 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Hous- 
ing Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  150 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  150 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  70 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  20 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  8 

3.  — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  Were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  by  owners  nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  188 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  by  owners 117 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  subject  to  under- 

takings ...  ...  131 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  nil 

4.-  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  48 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  48 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  238 

(1))  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  43 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 

being  previously  relieved  nil 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  removed  by  the  householder  as  required  except 
in  the  case  6f  the  parish  of  Crowle,  where  there  is  a 
scheme  for  public  scavenging.  The  method  of  final 
disposal  is  in  public  tips,  fields  and  gardens.  The  exist- 
ing arrangements  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

60  per  cent,  of  houses  in  the  district  still  have  privy 
vaults.  A number  of  houses  have  substituted  water 
closets  for  dry  receptacles  during  the  year.  Drains  to 
all  new  buildings  have  been  examined  and  tested. 
Twenty  drains  have  been  repaired  and  reconstructed. 
Cesspools  are  emptied  and  cleansed  by  the  owners  as 
required. 

NUISANCES. 

36  nuisances  have  been  abated  as  the  result  of  infor- 
mal action  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Statutory  notices 
have  been  issued  in  four  cases. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  registered  under  the  by-laws.  Eight 
inspections  have  been  made  and  no  contraventions 
detected. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  TENTS  AND  VANS. 

Twenty  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  There 
have  been  no  nuisances. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  seven  bakehouses.  Twenty  inspections 
have  been  made  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Factory 
Acts. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  on  the  register  is  22.  Number  of  in- 
spections made,  723.  Contraventions  of  by-laws,  nil. 

COWSHEDS. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced,  many  of  the  smaller  cow-keepers 
having  ceased  to  keep  cows  for  the  production  of  milk. 
There  are  now  183  premises  on  the  register.  230  in- 
spections were  made  at  irregular  intervals.  ' Contraven- 
tions of  the  regulations  approximates  to  25  per  cent. 
Further  progress  has  been  made  in  raising  the  standard 
of  sanitary  conditions  generally  and  a number  of  cow- 
sheds have  been  reconstructed  and  modernised.  It  is 
essential  that  continued  efforts  be  made  to  raise  the 
standard  of  buildings  used  as  cowsheds  and  that  the 
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regulations  governing  the  supply  of  clean  milk  be  more 
strictly  enforced,  with  the  availability  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  water,  which  is  of  major  importance ; so  no 
reasonable  excuse  can  be  made  for  dirty  premises. 
Wholesale  milk  sellers  who  will  not  attempt  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  should  be  removed  from  the 
register. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  offensive  trades  carried  out  in  this  district. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  disinfection  of  houses  and  rooms  is  carried  out 
as  required  after  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
to  hospital. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Number  killed  (known) — 846  cattle  (excluding  cows), 
17  calves,  2,174  sheep  and  lambs,  2,250  pigs. 

Number  inspected— -497  cattle,  11  calves.  905  sheep 
and  lambs,  1,429  pigs. 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned- — -nil. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned— 14  cattle,  23  sheep  and  lambs,  89  pigs. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis — 3 per  cent,  cattle, 
2 per  cent,  sheep  and  lambs,  6 per  cent.  pigs. 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned — 2 cattle. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned- 39  cattle,  13  pigs. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis— 8 per  cent,  cattle,  1 per  cent.  pigs. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

16  inspected  during  the  year. 

1 have  the  honour  to  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

June,  1939.  ARTHUR  M.  MACGREGOR. 
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